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THE OLD TESTAMENT STUDENT. THE OLD TESTAMENT STUDENT. 

36:12,13a, Zedekiah's perjury and rebellion. (7) 2 Chron. 36:13b-16; Ezek. 
chs. 20-23, Zedekiah's seventh year; Jehovah still remonstrates. 

12. Zedekiah's Ninth and Tenth Years, the seventeenth and eighteenth of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, B. C. 588-587. (1) 2 Chron. 36:17,20,21, general statement. (2) 
Jer. 21; 39:11-14; 40:1-5, etc., Jeremiah's political position. (3) Jer. 34, 
the slavery question. (4) Ezek. 24:1; 2 Kgs. 25:1; Jer. 52:4; 39:1, Jerusalem 
besieged, the tenth day of the tenth month of the ninth year of Zedekiah, say 
in February of B. C. 587. (5) Jer. 37, interval of siege, owing to Egyptian 
interference; hard times for Jeremiah. Is Jer. 37:5,7,11, contradictory to 
2 Kgs. 24:7 ? (6) Jer. 52:29, 832 persons deported, the eighteenth of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, B. C. 587. (7) Jer. 32, Jeremiah's land-purchase. (8) Ezek. 
29:1 seq., prophecies against Egypt, etc. 

13. Zedekiah's Eleventh Year, the nineteenth of Nebuchadnezzar, B. C. 586, (1) 
2 Kgs. 25:3-7; Jer. 52:6-11; 39:4-7, capture of the city, in the fourth month, 
and fate of the king. (2) 2 Kgs. 25:8-21; Jer. 52:12-27; 39:8-10; 2 Chron. 
36:18-20, fifth month, burning temple, breaking down walls, deporting 
people and temple vessels. (3) 2 Kgs. 25:22-24; Jer. 40:5-16, Gedaliah 
made governor. (4) 2 Kgs. 25:25; Jer. 41:1-10, Gedaliah assassinated, 
seventh month. (5) 2 Kgs. 25:26; Jer. 41:11-44:30, flight of the people to 
Egypt, and incidents there. 

14. Later Deportation of 745 persons, the twenty-third of Nebuchadnezzar, B. C. 
582, Jer. 52:30. 

15. Contemporaneous History. (1) Learn what you can concerning Nebuchadnez- 
zar. (2) Mention events in Greek and Roman history B. C. 608-582, 

THRllTY-EIGHTH AND THIRTY-NINTH STUDIES (IN ONE).-JERE- 
MIAH. 

[The material of these "studies" is furnished by Professor Harper.] 

I. PRELIMINARY NOTES. 

3. There is much uncertainty concerning the order of Jeremiah's prophecies. The book con- 
tains undoubted evidence of having been edited by some one living after the time of the 
prophet. And in this book, as in others, the principle of arrangement, whether of the 
original writer or of the editor was not the chronological principle. 

2. In view of this fact and also of the length of the book, the effort in these " studies " will be 
to lead the student only to a very general conception of the material, and thus to pre- 
pare the way for more detailed work, should there be a desire on his part to pursue it 
further. 

3. The following works will be found most helpful: Geikie, Hours with the Bible, vol. 5, chs. 
vii-xx; Smith, Bible Dictionary, articles Jeremiah, Josiah, Jehoiakim, etc.; Streane, Jere- 
miah and Lamentations; Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges; Cheyne, Pulpit Com- 
mentary on Jeremiah; also, article on Jeremiah in Encyc. Britannica; Keil, Jeremiah, two 
volumes. 

4. The length of these " studies" should not be determined from their external form. A study 
of their contents will show that a large amount of work is called for. 

II. BIBLICAL LESSON. 

1. Read ch. 1:1-3 and ascertain (1) the parentage, (2) descent, (3) dwelling-place, 
and (4) duration of the work of Jeremiah. 

2. Read ch. 1:4-10 and study the call of Jeremiah (1) in the light of the political 
condition of foreign nations at this time, (2) the social condition of Judah, 
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INDUCTIVE BIBLE-STUDIES. 

(3) as compared with the call of Isaiah (Isa. 6), (4) as compared with that of 
Ezekiel (Ezek. 1). 

3. Read chs. 1:11-20:16, containing prophecies uttered, for the most part, from the 
time of the call (13th year of Josiah) to the battle of Carchemish (4th year 
of Jehoiakim), and arrange the material in a general way under the follow- 
ing heads: 

(1) References to Jeremiah's personal history, his attitude toward foreign 
powers, his relations with the kings of Judah, his treatment, etc., etc. 

(2) References to the captivity of Israel, as a punishment for her sins. 
(3) References to the immorality and corruption existing in Judah at the time 

of the prophet. 
(4) References to the punishment which God wil bring upon Judah in return 

for this wickedness. 
(5) Descriptions of the approach of foreign armies. 
(6) The analysis of Jeremiah's address at the gate of the temple (chs. 7-10). 
(7) References to idolatry. 
(8) Symbolic actions. 
(9) References to the law. 

4. Read chs. 21:1-25:14, miscellaneous prophecies directed at different times 
against kings and prophets, analyze the material, and consider especially 

(1) The various charges made against the kings. 
(2) The various charges made against the prophets. 
(3) The promise of the Messiah (23:5-8). 
(4) The vision of the two baskets of figs. 

5. Read ch. 25:15-38, and compare it later with chs. 46-51. 
6. Read chs. 26-29, containing Jeremiah's words of warning (26:1-6), his impeach- 

ment and defence (26:7-15), result of the trial, comparison of other cases 
(26:16-24); Jeremiah's warning to the neighboring nations (27:1-11), to 
Zedekiah, the priests and people (27:12-22), to the false prophets (28:1-17) 
that Babylon shall hold long sway over Judah; his letter to the exiles that 
there shall come release, but not till after seventy years (29:1-14); the 
rebuke of false prophets in Babylon (15-32). 

7. Read chs. 30,31, containing prophecies of comfort and hope, and classify the dif- 
ferent representations which they contain of deliverance, prosperity, peace. 

8. Read chs. 32-44, containing a history of the events of the two years before the 
capture of Jerusalem, and of Jeremiah's labors during that and the follow- 
ing periods (chs. 35 and 36 not chronologically arranged). Classify the 
material under the following heads: 

(1) Jeremiah's transactions. 
(2) Jeremiah's words of warning. 
(3) Jeremiah's treatment at the hand of the Jews. 
(4) The details of the capture and destruction of Jerusalem. 
(5) The events following the destruction of the city. 

9. Read ch. 45, a supplementary notice of Baruch concerning an important episode 
in his life. 

10. Read chs. 46-51, the prophecies against foreign nations, viz., Egypt, Philistia, 
Moab, Ammon, Edom, Damascus, Kedar and Hazor, Elam, Babylon; com- 
pare with similar prophecies of (1) Isaiah 13-23; (2) Ezek. 25-32; (3) Amos 
1:3-2:3. 
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THE OLD TESTAMENT STUDENT. THE OLD TESTAMENT STUDENT. 

11. Read ch. 52, an historical appendix, describing (1) the capture of the city (1-11) 
and the severities following upon the capture (12-27), (2) enumeration of 
captives (28-30), and (3) a last word concerning Jehoiachin (31-34). 

III. GENERAL TOPICS. 

From the material thus gathered, aided by such books as may be within reach, 
consider the following topics: 

1. Jeremiah's Life (1) under Josiah; (2) under Jehoahaz (Shallum); (3) under 
Jehoiakim; (4) under Jehoiachin; (5) under Zedekiah; (6) after the capture 
of Jerusalem. 

2. Jeremiah's Persecutions. (1) Forms of persecutions; (2) occasion; (3) spirit in 
which it was suffered; (4) Ps. 22, as depicting his sorrowful condition. 

3. Jeremiah's Character. (1) His work as contrasted with that of Samuel or Isaiah, 
(2) the peculiar situation in which he was placed, (3) the elements of char- 
acter needed for and developed by such a position, (4) the elements of char- 
acter actually seen in his work; (5) comparison of Jeremiah with the Trojan 
Cassandra, the Athenian Phocion, Jesus Christ. 

4. Jeremiah's Style.* (1) Lacking in ornament; (2) characterized by frequent 
repetitions; (3) full of expressions similar to those of earlier prophets and 
particularly to the language of Deuteronomy; (4) numerous figures, often 
left half-finished. 

5. The Arrangement of Materials. (1) Indications of an absence of chronological 
order; (2) the light thrown by ch. 36 on the origin and order of the proph- 
ecies; (3) the existence for a while of several groups distinct from each 
other; (4) the lack of order due in part to the troublous times in which the 
prophecies were delivered; (5) the connection of Baruch (ch. 45:5); (6) the 
great amount of variation between the text of the Hebrew and that of the 
Septuagint (the latter omitting one-eighth part); (7) the position of chs. 
46-51 in the Sept., viz., between 25:13 and 25:14; (8) the relative authority, 
under these circumstances, of the Hebrew and Septuagint. 

FORTIETH STUDY.-JUDAH AND ISRAEL IN EXTT,E. 

[The material of this "study" is furnished by Professor Beecher. It is edited by Professor 
Harper.] 

1. The Deportations to Babylon, under Nebuchadnezzar. Review the accounts of 
these, from the 37th " study," with especial attention to dates and numbers. 
(1) 2 Kgs. 24:1; 2 Chron. 36:6,7; Dan. 1:1,2, Daniel and his companions, B. 
C. 605. (2) Jer. 52:28, 3023 persons, B. C. 598. (3) 2 Chron. 36:10; 2 Kgs. 
24:10-16, etc., 10,000 persons, with 7000 and 1000 (either included in, or 
exclusive of the 10,000), B. C. 597. (4) Jer. 52:29, 832 persons, B. C. 587. 
(5) 2 Kgs. 25:8-21; 2 Chron. 36:18-20; Jer. 39:8-10; 52:12-27, general 
deportation, B. C. 586. (6) Jer. 52:30, 745 persons, B. C. 582. (7) 2 Kgs. 
25:26; Jer. 41:11-44:30, voluntary exile of many Jews to Egypt, B. C. 586.t 

* See especially Streane, Jeremiah, Introduction, pp. 28-30. 
+ The whole number thus carried into exile may have been from 20,000 to 40,000. If we hold 

that these were mostly men, the adding of the number of the women and children will largely 
increase the total. 
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